




One toy -- a 6” Promotional Aflac Doctor 
Duck -- was recalled on August 26, 2020, 
because the toy buttons contained lead 
levels exceeding the federal standard.3 
Despite this recall, a quick search of eBay 
in September revealed a full page of this 
stuffed animal still for sale. 

A second recalled item, the Step2 Little Helper’s 
Children’s Grocery Shopping Cart, was 
recalled on February 27, 2020, after the CPSC 
received 22 reports of the basket breaking.4 
The carts can break into sharp pieces, posing 
a laceration hazard. Another eBay search 
uncovered multiple listings for this toy, in 
both the pink and blue recalled versions.

Beyond the 10 new recalls since our last 
report, we even found an item that was 
recalled in February 2019 still on sale. The 
Fisher-Price Barbie Dream Camper was 
recalled because its foot pedal could stick 
and pose a crash risk to children.5 

ADVICE: When shopping for toys, 
especially at garage sales and second-
hand stores or sites, check to make sure 
the toy you’re bringing home hasn’t already 
been recalled. People may try to resell a 
product they know has been recalled to 
get it out of their house, or they may not 
know the toy isn’t safe. A quick search of 
saferproducts.gov should show whether or 
not a toy has been recalled. 









If you search Amazon for “toys for 2-year-
olds,” you get tens of thousands of results. 
We got 40,000 results. Many toys on just 
the first page say they’re actually aimed at 
children 3 and up. In one example, a Towo 
Wooden Sorting Toy says it’s aimed at a “1 
year old baby.” But the online listing says 
it’s a choking hazard.13 

In another example, Lacing Apple 
Threading Toys Wood Block Puzzle Travel 

Game says it’s an “Educational Gift for Gift 
for 1 2 3 Years Old Toddlers Baby Kids.”14 
In fact, the description says it’s a choking 
hazard and is not aimed at children under 3.

In another example, the Top Bright 
tool set is plastered with its supposed 
appropriateness for a 2-year-old when the 
manufacturer’s recommendation is actually 
for 36 months and older.15 It could be 
because of the small parts.  



Other choking hazards include balloons. 
Balloons are exempt from the small parts 
warning but must be labeled as a choking 
hazard for children under 8, who could 
suffocate on uninflated or broken balloons.16

ADVICE: Most toys that contain small 
parts are labeled as choking hazards. But 
that’s not guaranteed, as we’ve seen. Gift-
givers should use care when purchasing 
online, even if the toy says it’s meant for 
a 1-year-old or 2-year old. And parents 
with young children should thoroughly 
inspect toys, regardless of what the label 
does or doesn’t say. Parents should make 
decisions based on how they believe their 
child of any age will interact with the toy. 

 

 POLICY ACTION: Children have died from 
toys or parts that pass the CPSC’s small 
parts test; the CPSC should consider 
creating a test that is more protective of 
children under 3 years old. 

Books, crayons and clay

Just because something doesn’t contain a 
warning label doesn’t mean it’s safe for 
young children. Several items commonly 
used by children are exempt from warning 
labels -- including books and other products 
made of paper, writing/drawing items such 
as crayons, chalk, pencils, pens, watercolors 
and finger paints and modeling clay.17 They 
are exempt because they cannot be made 
in a way that would prevent them from 
being broken or torn into small pieces and 
harming a child who ingests it. 

A new concern from the CPSC: The plastic 
film coverings on some toys that are used 
to protect mirrors and other surfaces 
from being scratched or damaged during 
packing or shipping. The CPSC warns 
parents and guardians to remove all film 
coverings because they pose a choking 

hazard to children. The CPSC said there are 
at least two incidents involving children 
who nearly choked after they peeled the 
plastic from a Fisher-Price Luv U Zoo 
Jumperoo and put it in their mouths.18 The 
Jumperoo is a bouncer for infants. 

ADVICE: Carefully check toys, including 
parts that could easily break off. 
Evaluate whether toys are appropriate 
for your children, regardless what the 
age recommendation is on the box or in 
advertising.

 

POLICY ACTION: The CPSC should more 
robustly enforce warning labels and 
guidance labels.

https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/5220.pdf
https://www.cpsc.gov/s3fs-public/5220.pdf


Flocked animals 

The popular Calico Critters flocked toys and 
their accessories are labeled for kids ages 3 
years and older to comply with the CPSC’s 
Small Parts Regulation. These animal 
figures are covered in a thin, fuzzy material, 
and their bright accessories make them 
appealing. However, they can be deadly in 
the hands of young children. In fact, these 
toys and their accessories are suspected 
in the death of a child in New Mexico 
according to a court filing,19 and a near-death 
incident involving a boy in Utah, according 
to the Standard Examiner.20 Both children 
were under 3 years old and reportedly 
choked on the same pacifier accessory. 

The small parts regulation also bans 
small parts on “all toys and other articles 
intended for use by children under 3 years 
of age,” even if they are labeled with an 
age restriction by the manufacturer. This 

clear list of exceptions includes “flocked 
animals and other figures”, and the Calico 
Critters official website clearly describes 
their product as “animal figures [ ... ] made 
of a special flocked material that gives 
them an endearing quality.”21 The animal 
figures themselves often meet the definition 
of small parts, fitting completely into the 
CPSC test tube for choking hazards. 

ADVICE: Parents with kids of any age 
should strongly consider avoiding these 
products and similar flocked animal 
figures, especially if there is a younger 
child also in the house.

 

POLICY ACTION: The CPSC should recall 
these toys and their accessories as they pose 
a dangerous choking hazard to young kids. 

https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/16/1501.2
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13rG2wkGoyBWo8y2rT1xjInlDl8ShFw05/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13rG2wkGoyBWo8y2rT1xjInlDl8ShFw05/view?usp=sharing
https://www.standard.net/police-fire/farmington-mom-911-dispatcher-hailed-for-saving-choking-toddler/article_fd79a84e-8d84-5767-992e-98e9f8df3337.html
https://calicocritters.com/parent/
https://calicocritters.com/parent/

